When patients do not hurt: silent acute abdomen in a patient with schizophrenia.
The phenomenon of pain insensitivity in schizophrenia and other psychotic disorders has been described since the early 20th century. Medical conditions often present atypically in the seriously mentally ill patient. Emergency physicians, primary care practitioners, surgeons and psychiatrists must maintain a high index of suspicion for acute abdomen in seriously mentally ill patients who may exhibit a diminished or absent perception of pain. The authors present a case of an atypical presentation of acute abdomen in a patient with schizophrenia.